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Ministry of External Afairs 
{East Asia Division) 


The Hone Minister has convened a meeting with 
the MPs on November 20, 1069 at 9*30 A.M. in the 

Parliament House, Boon No. 62, regarding a fresh 
enquiry into the "Disappearance of Netajl Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945". 

2. F.S. has kindly agreed to attend the nesting 
in response to Hone Ministry's request. 

3. The relevant files are placed below for F.S* a 
perusal. His attention is particularly invited to 
the latest Brief, the 'Enquiry Committee Report, and 
the Cabinet Decision, He nay also kindly see the 
Prime Minister's minutes. 



( Manjit ifcingh )■ 
Director (EA) 


19-11-69 



* 




No . C/551/10/69/J P 
Ministry of External Affairs 

(East Asia Division) v 


Subject:- Demand by several Members of Parliament for 
setting up a Fresh Enquiry Commission to 
probe afresh into the circumstances leading 
to disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


D. 10500-EAD/69 .... S.Np. Cl)_ F.R. 

"Discuss with Pps. please." 


OSD(SA) 


Sd/- Manjit Singh 
?0/p/^9 


), Dg-37 I '>Ca/&\ 


S^HO. (g) - ISStTE 
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Immediate 


D.O. NO. 10/21/CF-69. 
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P.P. Caprihan, 
Deputy Secretary. 



^F^rfcT UTT, ?Tf feft 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 
(Department of Cabinet Affairs) 
Rashtrapati Bhavan 
New Delhi 


^FFT f^TPT) j* 




19th August, 1969. 


Hr 



My dear Manjit, 

Kindly refer to Ministry of Heme Affairs 
O.M. No. 19/ 50/68-Pub. II dated the 7th March, 

1968, forwarding minutes of the meetinc held in 
the room of the Cabinet Secretary on the 17th 
February, 1968, to consider the Memorandum from 
Members of Parliament suggesting steps to be taken 
to accord honour and recognition to the personality 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. With reference to 
the demand made by Members of Parliament for fresh 
inquiry into the alleged death of Netaji, it was 
decided that no change was called for in the stand 
of the Government. 

2. I enclose a copy of another representation 
received from several Members of Parliament on the 
same subject, which has been forwarded by Prime 
Minister to Cabinet Secretary for examination. Would 
you kindly let us have urgently a self-contained note 
for submission to Cabinet Secretary ? 


Hr 



With kind regards, 



Yours sincerely. 


* (P.P. Capri han) 


Shri Man jit Singh, 
Director (South East 
Ministry of External 


Asia) , 
Affairs , 


New Delhi. 
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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
( LOK SABHA ) 


PARLIAMENT HODSE, 
NEW DELHI - 1 



A 


Smt. Indira Gandhi, 

Prime Minister of India, 
NEW DELHI. 


August 7, 1969. 


<t 








Dear Madam, 

You will, we hope, remember that over 350 Members of Parliament 
made an earnest appeal to the Government to institute a fresh enquiry 
into the circumstances leading to disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. Nearly 100 other Members of Parliament extended their oral 
support to the appeal as they were not present in Delhi at the time of 
submission of the Memorandum to the Government. 

After a lapse of 20 years the Government of India very rightly 
considered it desirable to order for a fresh probe into the background 
of the murder of Mahatma Gandhi. 


Recently the Government of India sympathetically agreed to a 
request made by a number of Parliament Members to institute a Judicial 
enquiry into the cause of tragic death of Jan Sangh leader, 

Shri Dindayal Upadhyay. 

We trust that in a similar patriotic spirit you will accept 
the appeal made to the Government by an overwhelming majority (nearly 
two-third majority) of the Members of the Parliament to set up a fresh 
Enquiry Commission, consisting of retired Supreme Court Judges and 
eminent publicmen, to make fresh proble into the circumstances leading 
to disppearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


We fervently hope that the demand for a fresh enquiry about 
Netaji voiced by millions of our countrymen will not fail to evoke 
patriotic response from you. Let us not forget that a national duty 
to fulfil regarding Netaji is overdue. 


15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 
21 . 
22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 


Jai Hindi 


/ 

P. Venkatas ubhaiah 29. 

Madhu Limaye 30. 

Rabi Ray 31. 

Bal Raj Madhok 32. 

A.B. Vajpayee 33. 

S.M. Joshiv- 34. 

N.C. Chatter jee v 35. 

Humayun Kabir 36. 

I la Pal Chaudhuri 37. 

Samar Guha y 38. 

Tenneti Viswanathan 39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 


Mrityunjay Prasad 
D.S. Raju 
Susheela Rohtagi^ 


S .C . Samanta 
N.K. P. Salve ^ 

Tridib Chaudhuri 
Bedabrata Barua ^ 
Era Seshiyan 
Bakar All Mirza^ 
G.M. Bakshi'- 
M.M. Patel 
Sharda Mukerji 
J .K . Chaudhuri 

B. K .Daschowdhury 

J . Chanda 

C. C. Desai 

K. L. Gupta r 
G.G. Swell v 
P.V. Shastri 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd/- 

1. N.G. Ranga. 

2. D.K. Kunte v 

3. Shaihi Bhushan 

4. A.K. Chanda ^ 

5. A.K. Sen v 

6. K.N . Tivari 

7 . A . S • Sal gal 

8. T.S. Jadhav 
9* S.N. Dwivedy v 

10. Nath Pai ^ 

11. V. Sambasivam 

12. K. Ambazhagan 

13. Kami Singh ^ 

14. B.P* Mandal 



Official Enquiry conducted in 1956; 
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In response to the publlo demand that all the facts 
rotating to the last stages of Netajl's life should he enquired 
Into and made known , an Enquiry Commit tee was appointed by the 
Government of Indian April, 1956. The Committee consisted of 
Shrl Shah Nawaz Khan, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother 
of Netajl) and Shri S.N. Maltra, Chief Commissioner of Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands* The report of this Committee, which was 
signed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and Shri S.N* Uaitra, was 
released for publication in September, 1956* The Government of 
India accepted the report* The conclusion reached by the Enquiry 
committee was that Netajl met his death as a result of an air 
crash at Talhoku airfield in Formosa on August IS, 1945 and that 
his ashes are now at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo* However, the 
third member, namely, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, did not sign the 
report* Later on, he submitted a separate report dissenting 
from the findings of the majority report* After laying a copy of 
this report on the table of the House on 11*9*195G, the late 
Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, nude a statement in the 
Lok Sabha in which he said inter alia that Government felt that 
the evidence adduced in the report was practically overwhelming 
and should be accepted* 

Governments attitude to repeated 

reguesTs for I’urt'li^r probes : 

— - 

2* There have been repeated requests and demands on several 
occasions for undertaking another enquiry* However, Government 
haring aeoepted the findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
hare taken the view that unless fresh evidence or new faets wore 
brought to li ght, another enquiry was unwarranted* In the 
Rajya Sabha itself in 1906, in answer to Starred Question No .284 
on 17*5*1966, and again in reply to Uns tarred Question No *365 
i on 1*8*1966, the Government reiterated this viewpoint* Assertions^ 
that Swaml Shard anand of the Sholmori Ashram was, in fact, 

Not&Ji Subhash Chandra Bose, had been denied by the Swam! himself* 
Another claim made by Dr» S*N* Sinha that Netajl was incarcerated 
in coll No *46 of Yakutusk prison in Siberia has not been oorro- 
boratod by any tangible evidence* Reoently, Lt« -General Fujlwara 
of Japan, who oams to India to present Netajl f s sword, requested 

... 2 / 



that the matter should be Investigated "once and for all". The 
General, however, has not produced any evidence which would 
warrant any further enquiry. The memorandum too refers to press 
reports of hearsay evidence published In 1945 and early 1956 . 

These h earsa y reports cann ot war rant a f r esh enqui ry. It would 
be relevant to mention that Prime Minister, Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru, 
had in a letter to Shrl Suresh Chandra Dose on .May 13, 1962 said: 
"1 cannot send you any precise and direct proof* But all the 
circumstantial evidence that has been produced and which has been 
referred to in the Enquiry Committee's Deport has convinced us 
of the faot that Netajl has died. In addition to this, the lapse 
of time now and the extreme improbability of his being alive 
l secretly when he would be welcome in India with great joy and 
affeotlon adds to that ciroumatantial evidence". 


and Shri Suresh Bose and Shrl Amiya Bose 
regarding further enquiry ; 


3. A set of the letters exchanged between Prime Minister 

Nehru and Shri Suresh Bose or Shri Amiya Bose are enclosed* 


4. It is true that In his letter of April 22 , 1964 JPrime 

Minister Nehru 'agreed' with Shri Amiya Bose that something 
should he done to "finalise The questTon ~of Netajl * s death " . But 
he gave no assurance and there is nothing to suggest, in the 
context of the entire correspondence, that at any time Prime 
Minister Nehru had entertained doubts about the conclusive 
character of the evldenoe cited by the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
or others to establish Netajl 'a death. Presumably, what Shrl 
Nehru had in mind was that something should be done to persuade 
those who still doubted this fact to aooept the finality of the 
ooneluslon that Netajl was no more. 


Decision on the Memorandum : 

5. The memorandum was discussed at a meeting of Secretaries 

held under the Chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary on the 17th 
February, 1968, to examine the various points raised* As far as 
the question of a fresh enquiry was concerned, the meeting was 
of the view that this was not warranted as no fresh evidence had 
been brought to light. This recommendation was brought to the 
Prime Minister's notice In connection with Unstarred Question 
No.1408 which was answered in the Lok Sabha on 21*2.1968. In 


* 


V. 
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reply to the quest ion , the Prime Minister had stated! "Since no 
new facts hare been brought to light. Government do not consider 
that any fresh enquiry is warrant ed B * 

Recent re quests for__a Judicial Enquiry : 

6* Shri Samar Guha wrote in May this year to the Prime Minister 
requesting for a Judicial enquiry on the analogy of the enquiry 
being conducted in regard to Gondhiji’s ass as slat ion 20 years 
after Mahatraaji’s death* The Foreign Minister in reply to this 
letter informed Shri Guha that the terms of reference of the 


enquiry being conducted into Mahatma Gandhi’s assassira tion did 
not seek to establish Gandhi Ji's death. In the letter sent to 


the Prime Minister by 44 M.Ps, dated August 7, the request for the 
appointment of a fresh enquiry Commission, consisting of retired 
Supreme Court judges and eminent public men, has been made on 
the ground that a fresh probe was being conducted in regard to ^ 
the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and that a judicial enquiry 


was also being conceded in respore e to a number of tl.Ps' request, 
into the cause of death of the Jan Sangh Leader Shri D inday al 


Upadhyay » Zt is quite obvious that these two examples that have 


I 


been oited are not on all fours with the demand for an enquiry i 


to establish the death of Net aji Subhash Chandra Bose* 
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Suresh C.Bose. 
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi. 


Dated 12th May, 1962. 


Dear Shri Nehru, 

The report in the papers of the 
8th instant is to the effect that you stated in 
Parliament On the previous day, in reply to a question 
by Shri P.C, Barooah that the majority , report of the 
Netaji Enquiry Committee ' established that my brother 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose, died in an air-accident. 

If you hold this piece of news to be correct, 
it affects the members of our family more than the 
general public, who, however, are also deeply 
interested in its correctness or otherwise. 

I would, therefore, request you as his elder 
brother and as the seniormost surviving member 
of the family to forward to me the proof of his death, 
together with the d_ate^ month, year , place and the 
circumstances under which' "such alleged death took 
place . 

'In the expectation of a reply and with kind 

regards, 

I remain, 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/-Suhegh C. Bose 

12 . 5 . 62 , 


i 


No # 704-PMH/62 


% 

} o 


May 13, 1962. 


Dear Shri Suresh Bose, 

I have your letter of the 12th May, You 
ask me to send you proof of the death of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, % cannot send you 
any pr ec ise an d direct proof.' But all the 
circumstantial" evidence “that has been produced and 
which has been referred to in the Enquiry Committee's 
report has convinced us of the fact that Netaji has 
died. In addition to this, the lapse of time 
now and the extreme improbability of his being 
alive secretly somewhere when he would be welcomed 
in India with great joy and affection, adds to that 
circumstantial evidence. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- Jawaharl si lie hre , 


Shri Suresh C.Bose, 
Garia, 

P.O.Garia, 

Distt, 24 Paragacas, 
West Bengal. 


SUHESH C. BOSS 


G aria, p.O.Garia,' 
Dist 5 24 ParganaS, 

( ”o s t Bengal), - 
■^ated 8th August, 1962 

Dear Shri Nehru, 

It appears from your letter No,982-PMH/62 

of the 26th June last, that your own information 
conveyed to you by our Ambassadors has confirmed, 
the fact that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead. 

i.s this piece of news, if true , . vitually 
affects all the members of our family. I would 
respectfully request you to please forward to me 
the date, place and circumstances under which the 
alleged deathtook place, as reported to. you. 

With kind regards, 


I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Suresh Chandra Bose 

s hri Jawaharlal Kehru, 

Prime Minister, 

NEW DELHI. 


N0.1256-PMH/62 


August 12, 1962 


Dear Shri Bose, 

I have your letter of the 8th 
August, I wrote to you that all the circumstantial 
evidence made me believe that Netaji D ubhus 
Chandra Bose had died. Much of this evidence 
was given in the report made by the Committee 
appointed for this purpose , which visited Japan. 
You will find the date, place and circumstances 
mentioned in that committee's report. 

Apart from that report, the length 
of time that has elapsed is itself confirmatory 
of the fact of his death. 


Yours sincerely, 


Jawaharlal Nehru, 


s hri Suresh C.Bose, 
G&ria, 

P.O.Garia, 

D i s t , 24 Parganas . 


1 , WOODBUHN PARK 
CALCUTTA 20 

My dear pandit ji, 

* 

# 

With reference to our talk in Delhi ' recently , 

I would' like to submit to you the following proposals 
for your consideration. 

The controversy regarding the aircrash it 
Taihoku in August 1 945 is having unfortunate 
consequences. The report of the Enquiry Committee 
consisting of Shah Nawaz Khan and two other members 
has not found acceptance among a large section 

t of the Indian people. The main reason for this is 
to be found in the fact that the Shah Nava? Enquiry 
Committee did not include any person of high judicial 
standing and experience. Irresponsible statements by 
a number of persons are also keeping this controversy 
alive. In th e n ational interest ther e should be a 
final judicial f ihdTngHTbga fdx ng the aircrash at 
Tai hoku Tn~£ugu 's~t ~ T945 . It will be in The fitness of 
things if the Chief - ' Justice of India will agree 
to preside over a body of Judges and enquire into 
this question. All the materials collected by the 
Shah Nawaz Enquiry Committee on the subject and other 
materials that may be available to the Government of 
India should be placed at the disposal, of this body 
( of Judges, This body should, of course, be at liberty 
| to take any further evidence on the subject if that 
I is considered necessary by it and if such evidence 
is available. 

The Government should accept the findings of 
this judicial body and take whatever steps that may 
be found necessary on' the basis of its recommendations. 
This being purely a national question the Government 
should not take into account the opinion of any 
individual in this matter even through he happens to be 
related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 

I shall be thankful if you will kindly send 
me your message ir t . support of the plans of Wetaji Hall 
Society. 

Hope you are feeling better. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Sd/-Amiya Nath Bose, 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
prime Minister of India, 

New Delhi, 


N0.293-PMH/64 


April 22, 1964 


My dear Amiya, 

* 

I have your letter of the 20th April, 

1| I agree with you that something should be 
'( done to finalise the question of Betaji’s death# 
But it is not quite clear t o me how far.it 
will be proper for me to ask the Chief Justice 
of India to look into this matter* It may 
innrolve visiting Japan, and I am sure I eannot 
ask the Chief Justice to do so* 

I have sent you a brief message already 
about the Netaji Hall sooiety. 


Yours aineerely, 


Jawaharlal Nehru 


Sh ri Amiya Nath 3ose , 
1, Woodburft Park. 
Caloutta-20 . 
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Probe Into 
Netaji’s Disappearance 
Demanded .>_ 

aynvrJshrri)/- 

rnr iv 


NEW DELI ■ 

Prof* Samar Sfciha. todav 

met the Prime Minister, Mrs, 
Indira Gandhi and submitted to 
her a Setter signed by 44 mem- 
ber a of the Lok Sabha, request- 
ing her to institute a fresh en- 
quiry into the circumstances 
teadDn^ to the disappearance (if 
Netajt Subhas Chandra Bose. 

The letter .-^minded Mrs* 
Gandhi of a memorandum stoned 
by over $00 member^ in this con- 
nection and said thet an En- 
quiry Commission consist Bnjj of a 
retired Supreme Court Judge and 
eminent pubticmen should ap- 
pointed for the purpose* 





S.S. Varma 
Deputy Secretary 


D.O.No. 29/48/69-poll. II 


>TTCcr 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


ft 


ministry of home affairs 


New DelM 

November^ , 196 9. 





You might recall that the Cabinet at its 
meeting of 5th September, 1969 considered a note on 
"Disappearance of Net a ji Subhaa Chandra Bose In 1945". 

/ In this connection, a copy of the letter from Joint 
Secretary to the Cabinet and the enclosure thereto 
is enclosed. 


■The Home Minister will be meeting the Members 
of Parliament who had written to the prime Minister, 
on 20 th November at 9.30AM in Committee Hoorn No. 62, 
1st Floor, Parliament House, New Delhi. I am desired 
to request th 0 t a senior officer of the Ministry of 
External Affairs who may be fully acquainted with 
th e subject may please remain present in the meeting 
to assist the Home Minister. 

It. */-*■*■£*'» / 

Yours sincerely, 

* 


S^ri Man jit Singh, 

Director (Fast Asia), 

Ministry of Jxternal Affairs, 
New Delhi, 



£ 


(COPY) 


D. u .^o.lO/21/CP-68 


J.S. MoBgia 

Joint Secretary to the 
Cabine t 


n 


Cabinet Secretariat 
(Dept t . of Cabinet Affairs) 
New Delhi. 


September li, 1969. 


My dear Sr in iv as a vardan, 

please refer to Cabinet Secretariat Memo No. 39/ 
CM/69 dated the 6th September, 1969, forwarding a copy 
of the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on September o, 
1969 relating to t^e item "Disappearance of Netajl Sub^as 
Chandra Bose in 1945". WMle approving t^e draft minutes, 

PM ^as minuted as under: 

"After much discussion, as far as X remember, the 
final decision was not to go further with the 
enquiry. My personal view is t^at we might explain 
the position to th© H.-ps who have signed. I doubt 
if many will support Shri Samar G-uha once th© 
position is made clear to them. However, if t^ere 
is a consistent demand, we may consider having the 
matter informally examined by a competent and 
y impartial person." 

A copy of the representation submitted by Members 
of Parliament to the Prime Minister on this subject is 
enclosed. You may kindly arrange to take further action 
as appropriate. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- 

(J.S, Mongia) 

Shri TCA Sr tnlvas avardan. 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Horae Affairs, 

New Del h l. 


MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


(Lok ) 


Members of parliament 
(Lok Sab^a) . 


parliament Rouse, 
New Da lb i_i 



August 7, 1969. 


Smt. Indira Gandhi, 

Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi, 













A 


Dear Madam, 

You will, we Mope remamber that over 350 members of 
Parliament made an earnest appeal to the Government to 
institute a fresh enquiry Into th e circumstances leading 
to disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Nearly 
100 other Members of Parliament extended their oral support 
to the appeal as they were not present in Delhi at the time 
of submission of the Memorandum to t he Government. 

After a lapse of 20 years the Government of India 
very rightly considered it desirable to order for a fresh 
probe Into the background of the murder of Mahatma Gandhi, 

Recently the Government of India sympathetically 
agreed to a request made by a number of Parliament Members 
to institute a judicial enquiry into the cause of tragic 
death 0 f th 0 j a n Sangh leader, S^rl DIndayal Upadhayay. 

We trust that in a similar patriotic spirit you 
will accept the apre al made to the Govt, by an overwhelming 
majority (nearly two-third majority) of the Members of 
parliament to set up a fresh enquiry Commission, consisting 
of retired Supreme Court Judges and eminent publicmen, to 
make fresh probe into th a circumstances leading to dis ar'-earnce 
of Netaji Sub hash Chandra Bose. 

We fervently h 0 p Q that the demand for a fresh enquiry 
about Netaji voiced by millions of our countrymen will not 
fall to evoke patriotic response from you. Let us not 
forget that a national duty to fulfil regarding Netaji Is 
overdue . 

Jai Bind ! 


Yours 


N.G 


s inc ere iy , 



n 



If there is a united demand, we may agree 
to the appointment of a judge to advice Government 
whether a further inquiry is warranted in view of 
the enquiry already made by the Netaji Enquiry 
Committee (Report 1956), ... 


Press Translation, 
Yoaluri Shim bun. 


f 


In tbe serialized article run under the title of "I'he 
taper or in the ni story of show a Era" (Shown is the era of the 
present fieperor), the last days of Subhas Chandra Bose, Coaaander 
of Indian Batlonal Amy, are described by foruer Japanese Army 
officers etc., who still are alive, as fellowss- 

" Catastrophs" (1) ( Aug.27 )i 

(Ur. Saburo I soda, the then Chief of the Hlkarl Klfcan, a 
Japanese special intelligence agency for Boss's group) 

On the afternoon of August IT, 1045, a Japanese heavy 
boa be r of Model 97-2, nicknamed 'Sally* by the Allied Pores, 
was parked on the ground in the Saigon aero drone. It was the 
plane by which both Lt. General Shi del. Chief of the Staff of the 
^Japanese Ar*y in Burns, and Mr. Bose were to be transported to 
Valien, in Manchuria. When the plane was about to take off, 
the pilot asked to reduee the baggages of Mr. Bose. An Indian 
officer named Sal gal who claimed to be Chief Cabinet Secretary 
of the provisional Government of Free India asked to wait for 
about half an hour to sort out the baggages containing gifts 
from about 3,000,000 Indian nationals in South Asia. About 
0 p.M. the plane took off carrying only two brown sul teases 
brought Into the plane. 

(Mr. Tadsioto Neglshi, a former member ef the liikari kikan 
as Interpreter) 

Mr. Bose had wanted to take six min be re with him including 
Foreign Minister Chatterji on ths plane. But because of the 
limited capacity of the plans, the number of Bose's party wan 
reduced to Mr. Rahman, aid-de-camp of Bose, alone. The reet 
, waa off the plane in tears at the Saigon aerodrome. The Indian 
officers left behind were later oaptured in Hanoi by Allied Foroe. 

. 

Mr. Shire Nonogakl, former Lt.Col. and Staff Officer of 
the Tth Army Air Division, who waa ehiwf pilot of the Bose' a plane 
, eayei "In July, 1945, the Tth Air Blvialon waa disbanded and 
there was only one twin-engined heavy bomber of Model 9T left 
in the whole division, which, however, was in poor shape and 
could hardly be used on m fighting mission. Therefore, lt 
was sssd only for communication purposes or for svaouatlng 
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Japanese atrugilor* In northern areas off Australia, 

Gan, Shlrogane, Commander of the 7th Air Division, ordered there 
staff officers Including myself to fly back to Japan In the plane, 
But *• found It not so confortable an asslgnnent to return to 

Japan In such a rickety plane. So we planned to return- to Japan 

via China, Thus we three left Malan and landed in Singapore on 
the first leg of our exodus.” 

"Catastrophe" (2) ( Aug, 28) 

Ur, Nonogakl continues* "We cane fron Singapore to Saigon 
where we stayed at the Headquarters of the Japanese Army in 
Southern Region, We were to start on the afternoon of August 17 

when at about 4 p.n. another heavy bomber of the ease type as 

our plane landed In Saigon with Subhaa Chandra Bose, and ■*** with 
. Lt, Gen. Shldel who waa on tranafar fron Bursa to fallen, 

| l*t, Gen, shldel had bean my Instructor la the Amy Acadeny, Ha 
asked ne to operate hia plana and so I beoaue chief pilot of 
that bomber which was to Mr, Bose's party too. There were five 
or six members in Bose's party each carrying about two big 

( baggages. So I asked the interpreter to reduce Mr. Bose's 
party to Mr, Boas and his one aids. At first Mr. Bose was 
reluctant but finally he agreed to take only Mr, Batman with 
him, Thera war# two trunks which did not look very heavy. Later 
I learned that thay contained jewellery ate,, donated to Mr, Bose 
by Indian residents. 

Catastrophe (8) (Aug, 29) 

Mr. Tad no Sakao, former Lt, Col, and Staff Officer ol the 
Japanese 15th Army in Bums, who boarded the same plane, says that i 
ha learned while talking with Own, shldel that Mr. Boss and 

I Mr. Rahman ware going to Manchuria where they would try to oontaet 
Soviet authorittee In order to prosecute his India independencs 
Movement. He says that it was only by chance that he boarded the 
' same plane with Mr. Boss but it was a strange oolneidenoe because 
he had fought with Mr*. Bose's troops in the Imphal operation, 
while he was attached to the 15th Army Corps, 

Ur, Nonogakl is again quoted as sayingi "Although I was 
appointed Chief Pilot, the control rod was actually handled by 
Warrant Offlor Aoyagi, 1 was told that this plane failed 
previously in landing in Singapors when the propeller was bent. 


/ 


The propeller wee not replaced but it was Just provisionally a ended 
by banner. During the war, there were many such repaired planes 
in conwisslon. But I did not know that particular plane was one 
of such dangerous planes. If 1 had known that before, the load 
etiould have been reduced auch wore, Gen* Shidei waa allocated a 
seat just behind the eo-pilot and Ur. Bose and Ur. Rahman wore 
asked to sit on the passage-way in the centre. * 

Catastrophe ( 4 ) (Aug. 30) 

Ur, Nonogakl continues* "do asked Ur. Dose and Ur ♦ U bJni on 
to squat on the passage-way because on the heavy bomber there 
was no seat as such. It was about 9 p.n. when we took off troa 
Saigon aerodrona* Nocturnal flight waa possible but ws avoided 
it for safety reasons and landed on Toulon aerodrome at about 
7 p.n. The aerodrome was located south-east of Yue. while we 
wore nearing Formosa, wo caught a radio news which said Russian 
forces were advancing toward Tall lea* Gen* gbldei said that wa 
had to reach Tall ten before Russians. So instead of landing in 
Ualto where wa had sohsduled to make a stop over, ws beaded direct 
to Talpeh*" 

We reached shosan aerodrome In Tel pell about noon* 

Ur* Bose asked ne then if the plane would fly nore or less on 
tbs altitude to go to Taillen. Our original schedule was to 
head direct to Taillen in Manchuria and after leaving Gen* Shidei 
and Hr* Bose and his aide there, we would refuel gad return to 
Japan by night* Ur* Bose perhaps felt very cold while we were 
flying at an altitude of about 4,000 ft., from Saigon to Talpeh* 

In those days, our arny planed did not have air-conditioning 
device abroad the plane* When I told hln that wo uay be flying 
at the sane altitude of about 4,000 ft., Ur. Bose asked his aide 
to bring woollen Jacket which ha put on. 

Catastrophe (9) (Aug. 31) 

Ur. Taro Kono, former Major, a staff officer attached to 
the 7th Army Air Division, sayss 

"Wo were to start from Talpeh at 3 p*m after refuelling 
and root* It would take mhaw from 4 hours to 4 hours and a half 
to fly from Talpeh to Taillen. In order to reaoh 'fallen by dusk, 
wa had to start at 3.00 p.n. at the latest* Warrant Officer Aoyagi 


who would take the control rod had newer flown a plane to Uanoburia* 
lie said he did not know such geography for thle flight. But since 
we had a navigation nap and we were on hand to help hlw, we thought 
there would be no difficulty for us in reaching Tail lea* When 
checked the engines we found the left engine was vibrating a little* 
So we reaoved the engine cover and checked if there was any dis- 
connection in the plugs* As far as we had chocked the part a visible 
froa outside* we found no particular trouble* We started the engines 
once again* whan the vibration was gone* So we found the condition 
of the piano 0*X* and decided to take off* 

As a member of the crew* l should have worn gloves as a rule* 
whether I was to take the control rod or not* But at that tins* 1 
forgot whore 1 had left then and boarded the plans without wearing 
gloves* Vi taxied the plans in the direction of north-east toward 
"Keelung" (port of Talpah)* As 1 was worried about the condition of 
the engines* 1 kept on watching the engine neter when 1 found tha 
rotation nuntocr steadily increasing to 2*500} 3*000} 3*300} and 
finally It went over the psrnlssihle Unit* X thought t ..at it night 
A due to overload as we bad filled the gas tanks to the aaxlnun 

capacity* But X thought it would bo dangerous to have the rotation 
of the engine kept at such a high level continuously. The plans 
however was already 20 asters to 30 neters off the ground* 

X Immediately thought something was wrong with the left 
engine and looked at It through the window when a shock cane all 
of a sudden and I saw the left propeller torn off and the engine 
blown up* With the loss of one engine which Itself weighed about 
BOO kilograms* the plane lost balance end leaned to tbs right* The 
first thing that the pilot should do at euoh a nonent la to out 
the switch of the engines to prevent fire. So I shouted to the 
pilot to *out off the switch* and I ny self extended ny hand to do 
It* But since the plane was already falling down at high speed* ny 
body was {Milled back and 1 could not stretch ny hand to the switch* 

In thle way we could not out off the switch of the engines and the 
plane crashed to the ground* That was the oauee of fire* If wo 
cut off the switch, X think the plane night not have oaught fire* 

The plane was falling headlong on the hank at the and of tbs 
runway* The right wing and propeller w< re hit against the bank 
which somehow cushioned the direct lnpaot of the crash* But the 
baggages loaded in tha rear of the fuselage and broken equipments 

were pushed forward to the front seats by snook* 
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For about a minute or so, after the plane crashed against tbs 
bank, it still did not start burning. Gen. Shi del was lying down 
on bis face under the fuel tank. He was bleeding heavily from the 
back of his head. He sust have died instantly. The eo-pllot 
Takizawa was also doad after hitting against the oontrol rod. Pilot 
Aoyagi was groaning with his lag trapped in broken gadgets. 1 looked 
back at Ur. Bose but the auxiliary fuel tank which had caved in 
prevented the sight of both Mr. B 0 se and Mr. H aha an froa ay place. 

Boon I felt hot, perhaps due to the fire which started. X 
palled Mr. Aoyagi out of the trap and got out of the overhead window. 
No sooner bad 1 made two, three steps than X was trapped in the 
flame. Then Mr. Nonontya rushed to ae and fished me out of the 
fire. Mr. Aoyagi seemed to have got out by himself. He was lying 
by ay side. 

Mr. Nonogaki la quoted as saying herot "As I was seated in 
the rear cockpit, 1 could uot see tne pilot eeats and the place 
whert. Mr. Dose and his aide ver> seated. About 3 p.a. our heavy 
bomber started taxiing on the runway. No aoonsr had the plane taken 
off the ground that it started veering toward the right. It was 

■ # r' ; 

much later that 1 learned the plans was previously damaged in 
Singapore when it eraah— landed there. But then we had not the least 
idea that the plane was such a rickety piece. Xt is presumed there* 
fore that a blade of the propeller previously damaged and aended 
provisionally was torn off as the pilot stepped up the pit oh of the 
propeller rotation. The bonk which Mr. Kano xx saw night be s pile 
of sand stored there to plug In holes which might have been caused 
by shells. * 

Catastrophe (fll (Sept. 2) 

Mr. Nonogakl continues! "when the plane crashed against the 
ground, about one fourth of the fuselage was torn off at the tall 
cookpit . so Lt. Col. Sakai, Major lakahashl and Captain Aral who 
had beea hear the tail were thrown out of the plane..." 

Mr. Tadao Sakai, than Lt. Col. and Staff Of fleer of the 16th 
Army Corps aayss "As soon as the plane took off, it began to lean 
to the right. I saw a wheel or something flying backward. That much 
I remember. There I lost consciousness. When 1 regained conscious- 
ness at some roaring sound, 1 saw Major Kono crawling out of the 
fuselage, apparently his eras and face burned by fire. Then I 

saw Mr. Boss standing upright In the firs. Mr. Rahman was trying 
hard to nut out the t!— ■»><«» . *- 
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hard to put out the fire which was burning the woollen shirt 

Mr. Bose was wearing. It was a hard job to get the shirt removed 
frosn the body of Mr. Bose. Mr. B 0 se Bust hare suffered serious 
burns before he got his shirt removed. 

It Is presura d that Mr. Bose and his aide who were sitting 
on the passage-way were showered with gasoline from the auxiliary 
tank which was hung above their heads. Although he could get out 
from the broken part of the fuselage, he was trapped In fire as his 
jacket soaked with gasoline caught fire. We now think that but for 
this gasoline soaked jacket Mr. Bose could hare been saved.... 

Mr. Bose was the first nan taken to the Aray hospital in Taipeh by 

& — w 

an anbulance. 

Mr. Kono, then Major, also saw Bose's aide Kahaan Ixx trying 
frantically to put out the fire burning Bose's Jacket. 

Catas tro phe (7) ( Sept. 3) 

Dr. Tafteyoshi Yosbinl who was a nodical officer Attached to 
the Tgipeh Aray Hospital, says* "About 3 p,tn. on August IS. a nan 
of tall stature terribly burned black was brought In by an anbulance. 
Two nedice could not lift bin. He was placed on a stretcher and 
carried by eight aen including myself to the surgical treatnent roan. 
He was burnt all over. Not a single hair was left unburned on 
his bead, should a nan suffer burns on the one third of the surface 
of his body, the cannot live. So at a glance I thought it was a 
fatal burn. But he was clearly conscious. His temperature was 
3d degrees C. and Ills pulse beat was 120* I renenber these details 
because 1 was asked frequently later by persons examining the case. 

1 gave bin the first aid treatnent with another doctor named Tsuruta, 
applying plaster and bandages all over his body. 4* administered him 
four vita-camphor injections and two Mkgn digltamlu injections 
because his heart was getting weak. And we gave him also Ringer *e 
solution Injections as much as 600 co three tines. 

There was another doctor who attended Mr. Boss in the taipeh 
Army Hospital. 11s is Dr. Yoshio Ishl who now operates a ollalc in 
Tokyo. He says: "1 was in charge of a clinic of the Staff Head- 
quarters in the Taipeh Army Hospital. A little after 3 p.n. on 
August IB. I was sitting in ny consulting room when 1 heard groans in 
the ward opposite# ny roon. I went there where tt m 1 found lour or 
five Japanese Army Staff officers in beds. And on the bede opposite 

them, there were two persons lying. They were big people and their 
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legs were protruding from the ends of the beds* Both of them had 
bandages all over their heads and chests, On e of the nurses told 
■e that one of the patients was Hr. Chandra Bose of India who had 
net an airplane acoident, She said she could not put the needle in 
his vein for blood transfusion and asked ue to do it* When a patient 
is weakened, his blood veins become thin* So it becomes difficult 
to put the needle in the vein* Therefore I agreed to do the job 
because X was a pediatrist and was accustoned to give injections 
to children whose veins are thin* I think 1 administered about 
100 cc of blood transfusion to him with a syringe* 1 was watching 
hit for about 20 to 30 minutes after blood transfusion because when 
I put the needle In bis vein, the blood which flew into the syringe 
was dark showing there was little oxygen leit in his blood, which 
meant that he was dying. I thought he might not live long; it might 
be a matter of few hours* 

"I tied heard Mr. Bose's name many times and 1 knew he was a 
hero. What I was impressed by them, was that he never expressed 
pain while he was still conscious* Ue wao controlling himself* But 
the Japanese officers on tho opposite beds were groaning terribly* 

I thought a great man must be different* When I was there, 

Mr* Tsumurn, who was a teacher of English of the Talpeh Commercial 
Col logo, was acting aa intorpreter between Mr* Boss and Army Staff 
off lo rs who came to see him. What 1 remember or the words of 
Mr. Bosoi "Did you send a telegram to the Chief of Staff?" 

Mr. Tsumura was replying then "ioi". I bowed my head toward Mr* Boss 
and left the room." 

Catastrophe (B) (sspt.4) 

Mr. Nonogakl is quoted here agalns "Fortunately my injuries 
were not so serious, being slight burns near the aka eyelashes. 

After being i treated at the hospital, I telephoned the go r nos an 
Army Headquarters and asked to send gendarmes immediately* Lt* Col* 
TakMilya enrae from the Genii arne Headquarters and 1 asked him to 
look after Mr* u 0 se who was seriously injured* Lt.Col. Takoaiya 
took an interpreter to see Mr* bose in his ward* Lt«Co}* iakaalya 
asked Mr. B n se if he had anything to say. Then Mr* Bose told hin 
to give his kind regards to the Enperor and Gen* Terauchl* When 
asked if he had any message to tne Indian National Army , Mr* Bose 
said he had nothing particular to sny. It wee about I or 9 o'clock 


In the evening 





Dr* Taneyoshi Yoshiml, who was chief of a branch of the 
Army Hosplial in Taipeh, says: "Mr. Bose fell into cocia at about 
7 o'clock in the evening of August 18* Vltaconphor ami digitanln 
injections were of no avail. He breathed his last at about lo p.m. 
Dr.Tsututa, interpreter Nakamura and myself beside two or three 
Japanese nurses were by the bedside when Netaji Bose breathed his 
last. Mr. ilamnan hie aide was of course there, lie looked so 
downcast. In the death certificate 1 wrote In k at ak ana "Chandra 
Bose" for his name and third degree burns for the cause of his 
death. 




Maiyit Singh, 

Director (BA A COORD) 



SECRET 

MOST IMMED1 4 1E7bY SPECIAL MESSENGER 



D.O,No.C/55l/iO/69/jP 


December 3, 1969 




My dear Shri Varma, 

I enclose, lor your inf urination, copies ol a 
series of articles which appeared in the Japanese 
edition of the "Yomiuri Shirabun", Tokyo from August 27 
to September 4, relating to Netaji's death. 

2. While we have not been able to compare tne 
details of the evidence given in this paper with the 
evidence produced before the shah Nawaz Elian Committee, 
we find that the broad conclusions are similar. Most 
of the persons interviewed in this series by Yomiuri 
Shimbun had, in fact, given evidence before the 
Netaji Enquiry Committee. You may like to bring these 
series of articles to the notice of tne Home Minister 
before he meets the M.Ps on the 5th December. 

With best wishes, 




Shri S.S. Varma, 

Deputy Secretary, 
Ministry of Horae Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


Yours sincerely. 




( Man jit Singh ) 



r 


immediate 



S.S. Varda 
Deputy Secretary 
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D.O.tfo. 2 9/48/69-poll. IX 

^TRcT -H <+R 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIAN A 

ir^n^T / 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

New DeI K i 
December , 196 g, 


Is to renew t^e request 'In ray 
letter to you of even number of 18 tb November 
regarding the meeting of the ^ome Minister with 
the Members of Parliament to discuss t^e request 
for fresh inquiry ibto the circumstances leading 
to tbe disappearance of Netaji Sub^as Chandra 
Bose. T^is meeting will now be held on t^e 
5t^ December , 1969, at 9.30AM In Committee 
Room No. 62, 1st Floor, parliament House, New Del 1 "!, 


i»n 




Yours sincerely. 


vA 

V 




(S.S. V arma ) 
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Sbrl Man Jit Singh, 

Director (Bast Asia), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 




